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Pearce IP, founded by Naemi Pearce, is a boutique firm renowned for delivering exceptional
trademark services across all sectors, but with a strong focus on life sciences. The firm proudly

boasts an extensive and distinguished client list that consists of domestic and overseas businesses.

As founder, Pearce is a central figure in the firm. She marries over 27 years of experience with a
strong scientific background in molecular biology and biochemistry, which she utilises to her full

advantage when serving clients in the life sciences sector. Her ability to deliver commercially astute
and strategic IP solutions has garnered her widespread recognition and earned her firm and herself
accolades. Supporting her at the vanguard of Pearce IP’s litigation practice is Helen Macpherson.
Macpherson is a recognised specialist in contentious trademark matters and her versatility spans a
broad client base across multiple industries. She is admired for her calm demeanour and
consultative approach, which clients value for fostering clarity and confidence in complex disputes.
Kimberley Evans is another one of the firm's formidable team members. At present, she specialises
in contentious and non-contentious trademark matters, including portfolio strategy, enforcement,
commercialisation, and multijurisdictional disputes.
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Despite its youth, the team at Pearce IP comprises of a “reputable and fast-growing set of expert
practitioners” shaking the Trans-Tasman market. The depth and breadth of expertise across the
spectrum of trademark matters have attracted some of the most eminent industrial heavyweights
and blue-chip companies to the outfit. Unfeigned plaudits are aplenty for the dynamic duo of
personalities spearheading the New Zealand practice. On the prosecution front, executive Julie
Ballance is a renowned lawyer and notary public with over 30 years in the IP space, serving a
diverse range of clients to align their branding enforcement strategies with the best pathway for
commercial maximisation of trademark portfolios. “We have worked with Julie for several years, who
has been helping us with our trademarks in a range of countries. Julie has taken us through the
whole process (from filing to examiner requests) and helped us make well-informed decisions on
where it is prudent to proceed or where we hawve had to take stock and approach from a different
angle.” In the arena of disputes, executive and head of litigation Paul Johns enjoys a fantastic
reputation in the market for his extensive experience in trademark disputes across various
industries, handling infringement, opposition, revocation and invalidity cases, including appeals.
Known for his strategic management of IP disputes, he has appeared as lead counsel in the New
Zealand Court of Appeal and the High Court, and before Assistant Commmissioners of Trademarks,
and is a sought-after coonmentator on IP matters in the media. Contemporaries cornment, “Paul is a
very experienced IP litigator. He has a pragmatic and considered business head - making sound
decisions in litigation based on the best commercial outcomes for his clients.” Joining the team in
December 2025, WTR 1000 newcomer Amanda Criffith takes a collaborative, hands-on approach,
often visiting client sites to understand their operations and deliver tailored solutions. “Amanda is
very approachable, quick to respond, explains things in an easy-to-understand way, and is very
knowledgeable and practical.”
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Pearce IP, founded by Naemi Pearce, is a boutique firm renowned for delivering exceptional
trademark services across all sectors, but with a strong focus on life sciences. The firm proudly

boasts an extensive and distinguished client list that consists of domestic and overseas businesses.

As founder, Pearce is a central figure in the firm. She marries over 27 years of experience with a
strong scientific background in molecular biology and biochemistry, which she utilises to her full

advantage when serving clients in the life sciences sector. Her ability to deliver commercially astute
and strategic IP solutions has garnered her widespread recognition and earned her firm and herself
accolades. Supporting her at the vanguard of Pearce IP’s litigation practice is Helen Macpherson.
Macpherson is a recognised specialist in contentious trademark matters and her versatility spans a
broad client base across multiple industries. She is admired for her calm demeanour and
consultative approach, which clients value for fostering clarity and confidence in complex disputes.
Kimberley Evans is another one of the firm's formidable team members. At present, she specialises
in contentious and non-contentious trademark matters, including portfolio strategy, enforcement,
commercialisation, and multijurisdictional disputes.
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Pearce IP, founded by Naemi Pearce, is a boutique firm renowned for delivering exceptional
trademark services across all sectors, but with a strong focus on life sciences. The firm proudly

boasts an extensive and distinguished client list that consists of domestic and overseas businesses.

As founder, Pearce is a central figure in the firm. She marries over 27 years of experience with a
strong scientific background in molecular biology and biochemistry, which she utilises to her full

advantage when serving clients in the life sciences sector. Her ability to deliver commercially astute
and strategic IP solutions has garnered her widespread recognition and earned her firm and herself
accolades. Supporting her at the vanguard of Pearce IP’s litigation practice is Helen Macpherson.
Macpherson is a recognised specialist in contentious trademark matters and her versatility spans a
broad client base across multiple industries. She is admired for her calm demeanour and
consultative approach, which clients value for fostering clarity and confidence in complex disputes.
Kimberley Evans is another one of the firm's formidable team members. At present, she specialises
in contentious and non-contentious trademark matters, including portfolio strategy, enforcement,
commercialisation, and multijurisdictional disputes.
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Despite its youth, the team at Pearce IP comprises of a “reputable and fast-growing set of expert
practitioners” shaking the Trans-Tasman market. The depth and breadth of expertise across the
spectrum of trademark matters have attracted some of the most eminent industrial heavyweights
and blue-chip companies to the outfit. Unfeigned plaudits are aplenty for the dynamic duo of
personalities spearheading the New Zealand practice. On the prosecution front, executive Julie
Ballance is a renowned lawyer and notary public with over 30 years in the IP space, serving a
diverse range of clients to align their branding enforcement strategies with the best pathway for
commercial maximisation of trademark portfolios. “We have worked with Julie for several years, who
has been helping us with our trademarks in a range of countries. Julie has taken us through the
whole process (from filing to examiner requests) and helped us make well-informed decisions on
where it is prudent to proceed or where we hawve had to take stock and approach from a different
angle.” In the arena of disputes, executive and head of litigation Paul Johns enjoys a fantastic
reputation in the market for his extensive experience in trademark disputes across various
industries, handling infringement, opposition, revocation and invalidity cases, including appeals.
Known for his strategic management of IP disputes, he has appeared as lead counsel in the New
Zealand Court of Appeal and the High Court, and before Assistant Commmissioners of Trademarks,
and is a sought-after coonmentator on IP matters in the media. Contemporaries cornment, “Paul is a
very experienced IP litigator. He has a pragmatic and considered business head - making sound
decisions in litigation based on the best commercial outcomes for his clients.” Joining the team in
December 2025, WTR 1000 newcomer Amanda Criffith takes a collaborative, hands-on approach,
often visiting client sites to understand their operations and deliver tailored solutions. “Amanda is
very approachable, quick to respond, explains things in an easy-to-understand way, and is very
knowledgeable and practical.”
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Despite its youth, the team at Pearce IP comprises of a “reputable and fast-growing set of expert
practitioners” shaking the Trans-Tasman market. The depth and breadth of expertise across the
spectrum of trademark matters have attracted some of the most eminent industrial
heavyweights and blue-chip companies to the outfit. Unfeigned plaudits are aplenty for the
dynamic duo of personalities spearheading the New Zealand practice. On the prosecution front,
executive Julie Ballance is a renowned lawyer and notary public with over 30 years in the IP
space, serving a diverse range of clients to align their branding enforcement strategies with the
best pathway for commmercial maximisation of trademark portfolios. “We have worked with Julie
for several years, who has been helping us with our trademarks in a range of countries. Julie has
taken us through the whole process (from filing to examiner requests) and helped us make well-
informed decisions on where it is prudent to proceed or where we have had to take stock and
approach from a different angle.” In the arena of disputes, executive and head of litigation Paul
Johns enjoys a fantastic reputation in the market for his extensive experience in trademark
disputes across various industries, handling infringement, opposition, revocation and invalidity
cases, including appeals. Known for his strategic management of IP disputes, he has appeared as
lead counsel in the New Zealand Court of Appeal and the High Court, and before Assistant
Commissioners of Trademarks, and is a sought-after commentator on |P matters in the media
Contemporaries comment, “Paul is a very experienced IP litigator. He has a pragmatic and
considered business head - making sound decisions in litigation based on the best commercial
outcomes for his clients.” Joining the team in December 2025, WTR 1000 newcomer Amanda
Griffith takes a collaborative, hands-on approach, often visiting client sites to understand their
operations and deliver tailored solutions. “Amanda is very approachable, quick to respond,
explains things in an easy-to-understand way, and is very knowledgeable and practical.”
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Pearce IP, founded by Naemi Pearce, is a boutique firm renowned for delivering exceptional
trademark services across all sectors, but with a strong focus on life sciences. The firm proudly
boasts an extensive and distinguished client list that consists of domestic and overseas
businesses. As founder, Pearce is a central figure in the firm. She marries over 27 years of
experience with a strong scientific background in molecular biology and biochemistry, which she
utilises to her full advantage when serving clients in the life sciences sector. Her ability to deliver
commercially astute and strategic IP solutions has garnered her widespread recognition and
earned her firm and herself accolades. Supporting her at the vanguard of Pearce IP's litigation
practice is Helen Macpherson. Macpherson is a recognised specialist in contentious trademark
matters and her versatility spans a broad client base across multiple industries. She is admired for
her calm demeanour and consultative approach, which clients value for fostering clarity and
confidence in complex disputes. Kimberley Evans is another one of the firm's formidable team
members. At present, she specialises in contentious and non-contentious trademark matters,
including portfolio strategy, enforcement, commercialisation, and multijurisdictional disputes.
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